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| | | : é | eas “project ce D. “Now 
NAME: Takakoshiy Ko. ae DATE. OF. BIRTH: 1893 | PLACE GF BIRTH: Fukushima, 


Ages _ oh 84 “Sexi x Marital Status: W _ “Education: Junior High School 


PRE- WAR : 


- Date. of arrival. ay) U. Soi : 4913 Age t_20 20 MoS. Pee ae of entry: Seattle i | 


Occupati on/s 3 oe ee Done stic Work "2, Housewife : oe 
Place of: residence: Seabee Washington 2, Green lake 
- Religious eefilt tions Buddhist Church, later, Grristian: ‘Church - 


Community organizations/activities: . 


“EVACUATION: | | 
“Name of” assembly. pentens Bette ee ee 
Name of relocation center: Minidoka WeR.Cey" Idaho : 


‘Dispensation of property: «Names of bank/s1_ 


~ Jobs. held in camp: 1, Teacher 7 2. 
. Jobs held outside. of camp: | 
Left. camp to So to: ech nl . 


POST-WAR, oe ee 
Date returned to West Coast: AMS 
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“Address/es: 1._ Seattle, Washington } 7 a 


3 elt aious: affiliation: Christian Church 


. Activities: 1. Ze re: mee 


: If. deceased, date, place ee age at Hime. of death: 


Name of interviewers. 7 Yothachiro Takarabs ‘Date: seals Place: Seattley Hache | 7 


A Chime 


Name: Ko Takakoshi 
Age: 81 Years old 
Birthdate: 1893 «= Birthplace: Fukushima Ken 
The year she cams to the US: 1913 _ 


Kt what age Sid she come to the US: 20 years old 


Major occupation: house wifes «o~ 


Relocation Camp: Minidoka 


Interviewer: Heihachiro Takarabe 
ee Date of Interview: May 21, 1974 


Piace of Interview: Seattle, Washington 


Translator: Mrs. Yasuka Akamatsu 
Typist: Joan Arao 


NAME: MRS. KO TAKAKOSHI 

T: Iwill ask you questions from your childhood days and to 
the time you came to America and then up to now. Please 
tell me what you. remember. 

Please tell me your name. 


My name is Mrs. Ko Takakoshi. 


oa 
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Where were you born in Japan? 


a 


Fukushima Prefecture, Japan. 


ae 


When were you born’? 


In 1894 and I am 81 years old now. 


What was your religion in Japan? 


Zenshu Buddhist. 


Do you remember something of your childhood days? 
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My father passed away when rey, years old. He was in 

business. “Nty mother was a Samurai's (a warrior) daughter 

and she didn't know much seeue business but she took over 

after his death and raised us 5 children. 

Q: Where did you stand among the children? 

A: iwas the third. JI had two elder sisters, a brother after 
me and younger Sister. My brother and the younger sister 

are still eae in ae 

@: What did you enjoy most when you were a child? 

A: Iwas a Nexis child. Grandmother took us out to the 
country often to pick flowers, fruits etc. I aa well 
in school. 

Q: How far did you go to school? 

A: I finished elementary school and then went to a sewing 


school. 


aye 


Do you remember von Boachene? 

Yes, Ido. They were all very nice teachers. One of 

my teachers came to America and we were members of the 

same Baptist Church here. She was nice to me but she also 
scolded me at times. She acted like she was still my 
teacnew, she was the president of sie Wome ee eee: 

Do. you remember anything -sad when you were a child? 

it was sad when I lost my father but my grandparents and 
uncles lived nearby us. and were very good to us. I was 

a happy child. | 

Have you heard about Christianity while you were in Japan? 
Yes, I knew about it. I liked the hymms they sang at the 
Christian Church but I didn't go. My younger sister went 

to church school, learned hymns and Bible verses. I 

thought it was nice but I was older and didn't go. 

Is there anything else that you remember? | 

I remember taking signt-secing trips with my class before 
graduation. Iwas when 1 was in Junior High school. 

After you finished elementary school, did you go to high school? 
Those days, grammar school was feur years and junior high 
school was 4 years. Later, it was changed to 6 and 2 years. 
How far did you go? 

I completed junior hgih school and then went to Seubas school. 
:. After graduation, what did you do? 

I passed the teacher's examination and taught grammar 
school for a while. i came to Seattle when I was 20 years 
old because my mother's two sisters were hover end they | 


wanted me to come. 
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Did you come alone? You weren't married yet, were you? 
I came alone and I wasn't married but my aunt had Mr. 
Takak@shi in her mind for me. 


Did you know about Mr. Takakoshi? 


My aunt sent me his pictures and she mentioned about marriage 


but I didn't have marriage in my mind when [ came. My 

sun fasts persuaded me into marriage. 

What year was it when you came’? 

It was in 1913. | 

What was your imagination of America before you came? 

I thought it was a nice place because my aunt kept writing 
how nice 1t was. 

What was your impression after you got ee. 

As soon as I came I went to live with my aunt's family 


who was farming: . in Green Lake and I had lots of fun with 


my cousins. But I thought I should learn something so I 


came to Seattle and started to go to a sewing school. 
Later, I started to go to church to learn English and I 
also attended Bible classes. I have been with the church 
Bieg since and have lived happily. | 

What sort of people were on the Ship that you came on? 

1 Was on the ship for over 2 weeks. JI remember Nir. Tatsumi 
who was on the ship. He later became a eo teases. ah aie 


University here. 


Were picture brides on the ship? 


There were some. 
Did you talk to them? 


I don't remember. 
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Did you come by way of Hawaii? 


No, I came directly to Seattle from Japan. 


Do you remember something that occurred on the ship? 

I missed my mather and I was lonely and cried every night. 
After 1 reached here, my. favorite aunts were here and I 
wasn't lonely. 

Did you have to go through the immigration office? 

Yes. If passed the immigration office easily; however, we 

got scolded when we took our bath there. We showered 
ourselves outside of the tub before we got in the tub like 

we do in Japan. ‘he water dripped dounsesies anette office. 
What did oe after you came to Seattle? 


1t took sewing 1 
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What did you think of caucasians? 

I did some housework to learn English. There was a fine 
elderly lady who brought out something one by one said. 
taught me what they were in Engiish. I thought she was 
very Pind, | | 

How long did you stay there? 

I commuted to her house about 4 years. 


What did you enjoy most and what were the sad occassions 


sae 


in his truck to beaches for picnics and 1 really enjoyed 
that. The saddest occassion was when my healthiest uncle 
(Younger aunt's husband} died with the flu during the 


epidemic. He had five children and the youngest was a baby. 
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His family and my other: uncle's family. all suffered the 


flu and recovereds. My youngest uncle was the last to 
catch the flu, but his was the severest. He entered ‘the — 


Japanese hospital in seattle but died that night. IL 


couldn't Fo to the hospital because 1 had to babysit. i 


prayed for my uncle's recovery but I didn't know who to 


pray to. I realized then that 1 should become a Christian. 


after his death, my aunt took her five children and returned 


to Japan to live there. ry was: really sad to see her go. 
What did she do with the ranch? 
My other uncle took care of the.ranch. His family sass 
returned to Japan a little later for the education of 
their children. ‘they kept writing for me to return to 
Japan but 2 years later, my younger aunt wrote and told 
me not to return because daily iife over there was so 
complicated. Both aunts didn't live very jong. ‘they 
worked too hard while they were a america. My other 
Wiese Ged. too. I have many cousins in Japan and they 


ask me to-visit them. vid any of your cousins return to 


‘americas 


None came back. whey all got married in Japan. 

Is chars any other memories?’ | 

I visited yvapan not too long after 1 came to this country 
to see my mother when she was suffering an.eye ailment. 

L went once more to Japan with a tour group. in 1966, 

L joined the tour group to Holy Land with ministers and other 


Christians. itis one of my fond memories. 
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lL had many sad experiences. My second daughter‘s husband 
suffered polio just before polio vaccine came out, His 


back is. crivpled but he has been working at Boeing rlant 


for about 15 years now. soen after my son-in-law became 


Lill with polio, my husband suffered a heart attack and died 
at work; and after that, my son went to a friend's funeral. 
in Ghicago and died of a heart attack while he was there. 


In January of last year, my grandson died of a heart attack 


also. He was a very.-«kind person. 


How old was he? 


He was 27 years old. I have dear memories of all those 


; es Al am ae at 1 tr Si . . "5 . 
who passed on and I have been strengthened by them. 
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am a ciwiebiea anacd believe = was God's will. I think 
I am a fortunate person. 

How dia souceee eanpiede’. 

I got married soon apes I came. In Japan, my relatives 
had it all arranged and the marriage was recorded. 


When. did you have the ceremony? 


A few months:after I came, we had the ceremony and the 


reception at my aunt's place. 

ree that, did you go to sewing school and did you do 
some: domestig¢ work? | | 

Yes and my first child was born 4 years later. 

How many children aid 70K have? | 


Three daughters and two sons. 


Was there any. racial discrimination here? 


When we were farming in Rainier Valley, a parent was 


jealous because our son was an honor student. I heard him 


oe 


say, "Get the Jap out of here." However, later on they 
found out that my son could be trusted. One day, the 
mother came and asked my son £6 come and stay with her 

son whild she went out shopping. That's the edie deere 

I experienced. Our neighbors were all good to us. My 
daughter was born later. The neighbors competed in palaln te 
my children to pa Renee y parties etc. 

Did you have a caucasian friend who was especially helpful 
to wou? | 

Yes, the Baptist Church had a women's home. Miss McCullough 
paae us English and cooking. Miss Ramsey who had paueie 
English in Japan and understood the Japanese language 
Visited the lonely in the valley and she was Keipfol to 
everyone. Miss Hart took care of children of working 
parents. Many Japanese women were doing farm work which 
they never had done before and some were very poor. Miss 

_ Ramsey brought grocery from town, went to poor families, 
cooked stew and rice while the Japanese we thaioe were. out 
working. ‘Then she left their homes without saying a thing 
and returned to Saeceie. che was from Bellevue, Washington. © 
One of these Japanese ladies wrote an article about Miss 
Ramsey in a newspaper. Her son became a minister and 
Lives in Los Angeles now. 

Anotnes was a family who lived in Green Lake and had five 
children. ‘The father was very ill and there was no chance 
for recovery. Neighbors and friends gave the mother some 


of their produce to sell. She went out to sell them .... 


on very cold days but some days, she couldn't even earn 

25 cents. Wien She was wondering how ene es Bohan He feed 
her children, Miss Ramsey came along and put paper money in 
her: hand. When she opened her hand, there was a $5.00 bill. 
| She was able to take home some grocery with this. When she | 
became econo i wilenoes pth child, she couldn't make 

-~ any preparation for the new baby because her husband was 
already ge oe One morning, there were Gane jee rares at 

the Bre? When they opened the packages they found every- 
thing necessary for the baby. They said it must be Miss 
Ramsey's kind act and they worshipped her. My eldest 
daughter sent this child to.4 religous school and she now 
has a sone oe ton as a supervisor in a Minneapolis 
hospital. She appreciates the help given her and she 
thanks my children for i. | 

Miss Hart put small children in her car and took them to 
aieebous: Some days, I went with her to carry the children. 
She taught the mothers about diets for one en: Thus the 
children grew up healthy. | 

Miss McCullough had a bible study class for us every 

Sunday an hour before church wonenus service began. In 

the afternoon, she taught us cooking etc. Later on, she 
asked us to her home py. the lake. She cooked, set the table 
and taught us manners at ne Sinine tepie and we Byaogea. 
this very much. We had this opportunity because we attended 
the church which I think we were very fortunate in being 


able to do. 
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About how many children did Miss Hart take care of? 


I think there were five or six small children. She also 


took care of children who were already in school. Mrs. 


Katayama who also helped the church at that time is a 
widow now. She still attends the chruch eee | 
Reverend Sie started our church and we have celebrated 
the 7Oth snnienseey: IT was baptized py him and I have 


been attending since. 


About what year was this when Miss Hart and Miss McCullough 


helped the Japanese? 


This was before the war. 


How was it during the depression, time? 


That was the time my friend who had 5 childrenwas having 
financial difficulties. the only thing lI — able to do 
was refer them to ae church and Miss Ramsey. One rainy 
season, she bought new ruober shoes for all the children 


and their mother. out of her own money because she didn't 


want them to catch colds. She herself wore a 25 cent men's 


| -shoe from a used clothing store. She said that if she was 


dressed well, she couldn't approach these people in need. 


Miss Ramsey spent her money on such people. This family 
I am talking of is very well off now. They live in. Cleveland, 


| Ohio but: they haven't forgotten the kindness they received. 


The boys and girls are all good Christians. 


Did.you suffer during the depression? 


We barely managed through as my husband was working. 


What did your husband do? 


He peddled fruits and vegetables. After the war, he did gardenin 
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What else did Miss Ramsey and Miss McCullough do? 
They did a lot. Reverend Andrews who ws our pastor at the 
time of World War IT did a Lot. for us Japanese during the 


war. Not only for. our church members-~he helped all Japanese. 


He commuted between Seattle and our camp many times--its 


hard Se count. He brought my sewing machine which was storéd 
at the church on one of his trips. 

Reverend Andrews lead the boy scouts and Mrs. Katayama coor. 
care of the ehurch school pupils--together they lead our 
young people to Christianity. They nee erane their life 

for all Japanese. | | | 

Before Pie war, ws there very much anti-Japanese feeling? 


T lived next to a caucasian family and they were very good 


to us. We hada very cute dog, but we couldn't take him to 


camp with us at the time of the evacuation. ‘This lady 


- promised to find a good home for him after we left. She 


oo had 4:‘cats ue sou t keep the dog. When people 
came to pick up our piano and furnitures we ela. this dog 


was very furious. He must have sensed a a he wouree t 


eat on those days. When she wrote to us in camp that the 


dog sat and waited for us thinking that we qoue return, 

we all cried. | : 

At. the ‘time of evacuation, we. left peacefully and yee into 
the camp. ‘soon after we got there, church ga tering, began, 
pat we had no furniture. Later on we got some. hens were 
about 2 ministers to each ward. 

How aid 7ou feel when Pearl Harbor was attacked? 


T thought Japan did an awful thiug and A felt bad. 


hat did your caucaSian friends say? 
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All our friends were Christians so they didn't treat us 
badly. after we got into the camp, some of une peenas 
sons went into serve in the U.S. Army and some were killed 
in action. Because of ‘Ti aees:., one family returned to 
Japan leaving their two sons. The elder boy didn't have 
to serve but the younger boy went and was killed in action. 
I still remember the warm nana Shake with him when he left. 
That was one of the saddest occassion I had. Because ae 
parents weren't around, they gave me his flag. I later gave 
it to his sie: brother. Then my best freiend's son who 
had a young wife and a little baby was killed in action. 


It was very very sad. 


Which assembly center did you to to? 


I went directly to Minidoka War Relocation vCenter in idaho. 
Reverend Andrews, Miss Ramsey and Miss McCullough all moved 
from seattle to lwin Falls, idaho to be near us. They had 
Bible classes and worship services for us. When someone 
wanted to be baptized, they took the person to a church 

in Twin Falls for the baptismal service. some of us went 
aiteae to witness the ceremony. After the service, we 
senolied the streets for a little while and had dinner 

be: Revenues Andrew's home before we returned to ae center. 
There was nothing to do in camp so l started to teach 
children how to make flowers from orange wrappings. We 
gathered pieces of wire and got the orange wrappings from 


the mess halls. When Reverend Andrews told the outside 


friends about this, they started to send us crepe paper to 


make the flowers. I remember making a floral wreath out of © 


les. 
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paper flowers for a funeral because we couldn't get fresh 
flowers. 1 wasn't an expert but friends still tell me what 
a fine job I did. We also made paper flowers to send to 
Alaska. we sent poinsettas for Uhristmas, ise: Pox Raster 
and carnations for over occassions. veople were ee 
appreciative of this and I was happy that 1 was able to 
do it. 1 always lived happily. 

After the war, we came back to seattle and stayed at the 


Baptist women's home until we found a place to live. 


Miss McCullough and Miss Kamsey were already back in 


Seattle. whey waited for our return and helped us in many 


ways. 


How many people were there at the home’ 
There must have been 20 to 25 at one time. wpome families 
sent one member out to find a place before the rest of the 


family came out from the camp. secause of these Christian 


friends, we were able to live without much fear even in 


adverse circumstances. wWe depended on them and we felt 

God was protecting us. We were very fortunate. 

What did you do when the “Loyalty* questionaire was sent 
out to all evacuees in camp? 

I didn't bother with it. dhe children of those who signed 
"no" were pitiful because they couldn't go into the service 
even if they wanted to. My son was deferred trom service 


because he took a defense job at kKockyford. 1 didn‘t have 


to worry about my children but 1 had many sorrowful occassions 


thinking of my friends's children. 
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Did you have any opinion as to which side you should be 
loyal to? 

L had no opinion. 

pee you have any Opinion as to whether the Niseis should 
serve in the U.S. Army or not? | _ 

7 ‘felt that the Niseis served in order to help their 
parents and they are to bs commended. come criticized 
those who went. —_ 


Did some people criticize you for being ene S wack your | 


christian Piendas 


No, they didn: t. an aged nase kKeverend ese: auaaeed 
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from block to block co teach the old testament. But we had 


no trouble. 


While you were ab the women's home, did. you find a Proce: 


“to ‘move to? 


Yes. The. house was a little large for us ae we bought 


it and moved in because we knew others had to come out from 


camp and stay at the "Home. " My married daughter, my 


husband and I moved in first. -Her husband was in service. 


Little later, my younger daughter's family came out and 


moved in with us. Then our friends son who had to enter 


college came tosty with us too. 


Were your daughters married when you returned to ee 
ee, daughters and elder son were married. ued voeee 


son isn ue? married because he is a little. ere a ae 


dives’ “with me and helps around the HOUSE ie: 


What aid your husband do after he returned to Seattle? 


244% 


working for the same people. They didn't mention anything 


He did gardening. He left the camp earlier and was doing 


gardening work in Spokane before coming back to Seattle. 


We were back: in Seattle before the war ended and I did 


some domestic work. 

The day the war ended there were many soldiers out on the 
streets shouting. ‘The buses didn't speeertox me because | 
they were full of soldiers. :When I heard that Japan had 


surrendered , I couldn't stop my tears. Finally, I was 


able to get on a bus and. reached downtown. People were 


making noises, throwing paper Been l never dia. think Japan 
could win but I came home nee a sad feeling. I kept 


lhe 


about the war. I thought they were very understanding. I 


still associate with this family. 

Have you heard of Japanese having hardships since they 

came to this country? 

My sister's friend came as a bride. She was tricked into 
this dermis: This man returned to Japan, put on /. mus— 
tache, silk hat and frock coat, road around in a “Jinrikishya" 
(a ‘buggy pulled by man) lookingfor a prider My sister's | 
friend married this man and came to this Souney but found. 
out that he didn't have anything. She couldn’ t buy any 
clothes to change into. They stayed in a hotel room because 
they didn' t have a place to gO to. Finally, he went bo. 
work at a saw mill and meanwhile two children were “born but 
he came back to town again. They were so. poor - cca SORES: : 
for ‘them. I took rice and other food to them quite often. 


Later, ‘she took the two children and Eo uUEReG Go Japan. 
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Have you heard about other Japanese nee worked in the 
saw mills? | 

We visited them from the church sometimes. They seemed 
to be doing alright. 

What did the Issei suffer the most? 


One of our church member who had four children lost his 


wife. He raised the children with his small earning 


without receiving help. Another widower who had five 


children also raised his children by himself. He operated 


a hotel. 

You mentioned that the women overworked. What kind of wou 
did they do?. 

If they owned a hotel, the wife did all the room cleaning 
and also raised the children. They probably had lot of 
financial worries, too. 


Did many women die young? 


Yes, there were many. In some families, the husband died 


young and they went through hardship. Those who came to 

the women's home received assistance in caring for their 

children. 

When your aunt was farming, about what time did they have 
to get a in the morning? 

L think ney got up at aaworesic. My aunts and uncles 


never worked on a farm in Japan but they worked hard over 


here operating a strawberry farm. Their children helped 


pick berries and :their neighbor's children came to pick 


to earn some money. The work on the farm must have been 


too hard for my uncles and aunts as they died young. 
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Did everyone work hard like them? 


All farmers like them did. They had to take their produce to 


a market by a wagon pulled by a horse because there were 


_no trucks in those days. Then they came back home and worked 


pees 


on the farm tili dark. Their Baits tubs were built in a 
little shack outside of the main house. My second cousin » 
also farmed near there. She is living in Japan near 


Sendai. 


Why did they return? 


I think they wanted to return. 


Did you want to return to Japan? 


No, I didn't want to return but I like to visit Japan. 


He died after the war. My son-in-law suffered polio and 


couldn’ t £O anywhere so he stayed home with him and didn! iF 
go Snvanere: 
Do ee remember anything more about Miss Hart and the otners? 


hi have written about them in a book called. "Hyakunen Sakura." 


Mr. Kazuo Ito edited this book. It was written in Japanese 


and now they have translated it into English. I could go 


on and on and talk abous them. 


Will you please tell me more about. these people? 


They taugnt Sunday school at South Park, Bellevue and 


Green Lake. IL went With Mrs. Katayama to South park. 

We were able to use the hall out there but we had to teke 
paper, wood and coal - heat the room. While the ‘room was 
being warmed up, ‘the teachers took their car. and gathered 


the children and aaa them to the Beet iL thought 


Bg ee 


it was very hard on the teachers to do this. Later, 

Mirs Kochi who lived out there bought a plano and spend 
her home for sunday School. She wasn't rich--she did it 
out of her Palen: eptex that, we didn't Rave to-take 

wood and coal. | 

We used a caucasian Baptist Church in Bellevue--where we 
had many sunday school eiaren. Il went ae taces Gale 
often: Miss Ramsey went out to further distant places. 
There was a family in South Park who had a child who was 
sone retarded. One day while the family members were 
out wine. the house caught fire. We don't know how but. 
the child who was about 14 years old managed to get out 


to the kitchen and was saved. When Miss McCullough tau 


cooking, Miss kamsey brought this nia. ond her mother to 
the women's home and we age together. Miss McCullough 

had a summer home in Bellevue. Reverend Andrews took us 
women in his big bus and we went out there and had dinners, 
too. She was a well to do family's daughter and had another 
home in the woods. We went out there for meetings, too. 

I have many wonderful memories. | | 

Did you speak in English or Japanese? 

The teachers spoke a Hnglish and we listened. We spoke 

in Japanese because we couldn't speak English. The teachers 
knew some Japanese words. What we learned then has been 
helpful all through my life. The "Fujin Home” (Women's 

Home ) helped us Issel women. We learned poseihar: did . 
things together and we were close to each other. Most 
Ceaaseionen are gone now and I am the only one left that 


still can get around. 
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Does the "Fujin Home" still exist? 


The building is there but is being used for something 


else now. 


Are relatives of Misses McCullough, Ramsey and Hart still 


living? 


Miss McCullough's younger brother lives here. Miss Ramsey's 


relatives live in New York. They came to the funeral when 
she passed away. Miss McCullough and Miss Ramsey both left 
their estate for our young people's scholarships. I have 
been most fortunate. i aid go through many hardships but 
their teachings have helped me endure all this. 


How many grandchildren do you have? 


own 


T have 12 and $9 are married. One unmarried grandchild is 


in Japan as a missionary. I have 7 great grandchildren. 
Most of them are here. When it's my birthday or some 
occassion, wmout 25 children and grandchildren gather here 
and it's usually a pot-luck dinner. 

What do you tnink of Sanseis? 

They are darling and they are good to me. ‘they send me 
nice cards ete. 


What do you wish to convey to your gfandchildren? 


‘They have graduated. college and all are doing well. 


You had 5 children and 4 are married. What does your 
eldest son-in-law do? 

He 1s a college graduate and an accountant. 

Did your daughter graduate college? 

The war broke out when she was a sophmore in college. 


She taught school in camp. later, she got married. 
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Your son-in-law who suffered Polio. What is he doing? 
He didn't get to go to college. ithe other son-in-law 
majored in journalism and graduated. He writes for the 


Veteran's Newspaper. 


Do you think it is important for Sanseis and Yonseis to 


cacntiry themselves as Japanese-Americans? 

They are all doing well. 

What do they think of you as a Japanese Issei?. 

They all respect me and are good to me. 

As you look back, when was the hardest time? 

I don't think of it. 

When was the most enjoyable time? 

I always enjoyed everything. I had no trouble with friends 
and I was frkendly with all the ministers. 

Were you ever out of the state of Washington? 

lt was ais nen cl was in camp. 

Do you have friends in other states? 

Yes, I have friends who settled in other states since the 
war. 1 correspond with them. 

Do you think of the past’? 

Yes, I do. I still correspond woth a first ee ee 
mate who resides in Japan. ohe went through hardships. 
What do you write to her’ | 

I write-.about the church but 1 can't lead her to Uhrist. 


another friend's husband is ill. she doesn't write very 


- much. Jf have a brother in wapporo, Japan. When 1 send him 


pictures, he takes them and shows them to my friends. 


ks 


& 


Have you heard much about Japanese picture brides? 
Harlier, i mentioned of a mother who returned to Japan 
with her two children. ‘that's about all I know. 

Many Japanese arrived in Seattle and oan Hrancisco. 
there must have been many happenings. 

I went into the country called Green Lake, i[ haan 
relatives there and didn ' t hear about town pecnree 


Were oe married when you were in vreen Lakes 


| Yes and we farmed. 


How much farming did you dos 

I guess we farmed in Green Lake about 2 years. 
Why did you quits 

We farmed with a partner and | guess there wasnt eneu 
work for 2 families. 


What sort of a person was your husband: _ 


He was a fine man. My daughter is very active in the church. 


{ think my children took after their father. 

What are the gaod nema iee of the yapaneses 

I think it is diligence and hard working. 

Do you think the Sanseis should learn this: 

Yes. i don't intrude into my grandchild: en's affairs; 
however I encourdse them. 

Do your eee seas epeas Go you in Japanese? 


No, they can't speak yapanese but i speal vie} cee in 


Ou 


ao eneses Grandchildren who live with me can unde 


9 


n 
ie pretty ee: 
Who lives with your 


My second daughter's family Live in the same apartment 


al Cys 


> 2 te © 


building. 1 live in the apratment next to them. 


Do all your-chitdren live here? 


ta, 168%. boey ali ‘live here now and they are all good to me. 


i chink you are most fortunate. 


Yes, friends at church call me "a. spoiled grandmother." 


My children and grandchildren take me to church and bring 
me home. a 

How ney: Isseis do you have in your church? 

I think we have around 60. “Nisei congregation | is about 
300. Rowenoud Nagano and Reverend Hanaoka are both doing 
very well and I am very happy. - 

When we have. soins English and Japanese woReHiD Genie, 
some don't show up. They probably think the service is 
too long. 

My son-in-law gathered pe oraree. of all the minister ‘Ss who 
served our church. He is planning to put them uy in the 


church somewhere. I feel attached to all of them. 


Reverend Okazaki, the first pastor, had the hardest time. 


He had many children, too. His salary was very small. 


I heard: there was a time that Mrs. Okazaki-washed their 


children's underwear at night and dried them around the 


stove so they could wear them the next day. Issei ministers: 


had a hard time. We had bazaars to raise money. Mrs. 


Okazaki taught us eoOrrne. and es make things for 


the bazaar. She was a very humble lady--never ane like 


she anew more than US. 


When Reverend Okazaki and his family went to Japan, Reverend 


Hare came as our pastor. When: Reverend Okazaki came back |. 


ae re 


Q: 
A: 


to Seattle again, Reverend Hara asked him to take over 


the church and he went into the country to raise chickens. 


Not familiar with raising chickens, he had a hard time. 


Then he went to work in the saw mill. 


From there, he came 


out in the evenings to direct the choir practice and attend 


prayer meetings. He was a good singer. The chair group 


wanted to give him something but he would not take it. 


One day, they bought a set of pots and pans and took them 


to the bus stop for him, but he left them there. Later, he 


worked as a shoe repair man. When someone went to inviite 


him for dinner, she saw 25 cents on the calendar. It was 


his earning of that day. He wasn't eating 


husband and I decided to. have him come and 


meals with us but he refused. 
and brought him back sometimes. 


Did he have any children? 


My children 


right so my 


@at the evening 


went after him 


They grew up and went away. His wife died early and his 


first daughter did too. He was a good minister. When he 


became old, he went to Live with a daughter in Chicago who 


operated a hotel. He returned to Seattle again as he liked 


Seattle very much. He came to church one Sunday, attended 


service and shook hands with everyone there. That night he 


‘died of a heart attack. I'm sure that was the way he wanted 


to gO. I learned a lot from all of our ministers. 


Rev. H: Thank you very much for the interview. I was very glad 


to hear your story. I think it was worth my trip to Seattle. 


We want the Sanseis and Yonseis to hear this and we may also | 


decide to write a book using this material. I would like to 


have your authorization to do this.. Will you please sign 


eer 


this form and date it May 20, 1974. Also, please fill in 


your address. Thank you very much. There aren't very 
many books on Isseis. We would like to interview as many 


Isseis as we can while they are living. 


ae 


